
Millwood High School Lesson Plans 

Teacher Name Subject Grade Level 

Phredd Evans Oklahoma History 9th 

Title of Unit /Lesson 

Chapter 14 Section 1: The Tulsa Race Riot – 1921; How Would You Report the Story 

Duration of Lesson Date(s) 

Three Days November 2017 

Learning Goals/Objectives Language Objectives Standards 

Student will be able to: 
1. Analyze the educational impact of 
    the 1920 Tulsa Race Riot. 
2. Explain the sequence of events 
    that led to the race riot. 
3. What was the impact of the riot 
    on the cultural groups; blacks,  
    whites and American Indians. 
4. Given a list of primary source  
    documents to read: 
    a. design or write a news heading 
        for the subject 
    b. write a 250 word story to ex- 
        plain what the student thinks  
        the reader should know about 
        the 1921 race riot.  

Student will be able to describe in 
writing what life was like for blacks 
in Tulsa before and after the race 
riots. 

1: Reading Skills.  

The student will develop and 

demonstrate social studies 

Common Core reading literacy 

skills. 

A. Key Ideas and Details 

2. Determine the central ideas or 

    information of a primary or  

    secondary source; provide an  

    accurate summary of how key  

    events or ideas develop over the  

    course of the text. 

Research to Build and Present 

Knowledge 

8. Gather relevant information from 

    multiple authoritative print and  

    digital sources, using advanced  

    searches effectively; assess the  

    usefulness of each source in  

    answering the research question;  

    integrate information into the  

    text selectively to maintain the  

    flow of ideas, avoiding  

    plagiarism and following a  

    standard format for citation 

Content Standard 4:  

The student will examine the 

transformation of Oklahoma during 

times of boom and bust of the 

1920s through the 1940s. .2 

Examine multiple points of view 

regarding the historic evolution of 

race relations in Oklahoma 

including Senate Bill 1 establishing 

Jim Crow laws, the growth of all-

Black towns, the Tulsa Race Riot, 

and the resurgence of the Ku Klux 

Klan. 

 The Tulsa Race Riots 

Curriculum and Resources 

Learning Targets (list what students should be able to do or understand at each level) 



2.0 Foundational Skills 
 

Given the textbook information and 
a document about the Tulsa Race 
Riot: 
1. Learn how to differentiate  
    between a primary source  
    document and a secondary source  
    document.  
2. Read two separate documents 
    and list events that are similar and  
    events that are different.  
3. Share written information with 
    the class.  
 
 

3.0 Learning Goal/Objective 
 

Given the textbook information and 
a document about the Tulsa Race 
Riot: 
1. Learn how to differentiate  
    between a primary source  
    document and a secondary source  
    document.  
2. Read two separate documents 
    and list events that are similar and  
    events that are different. 
3. Identify the sequence of events of  
     the Tulsa Race Riot and then write  
     the events on a chart in the order  
     they occurred. 
4. Share one or two of the events  
    from your readings with the class. 

4.0 More Complex Knowledge 

 

Given the textbook information a 

computer:  

1. Research information about  

    the Tulsa Race Riot. 

2. Read the textbook narrative and 

    be able to differentiate primary  

    source information from  

    secondary source information.  

3. Document the sequence of 

    events of the Tulsa Race Riot. 

4. Compare and contrast the  

    narrative of at least two 

    separate periodical about the  

    riot. 

5. Write a short (200 – 250 word) 

    essay about this riot and then 

    present your story to the class. 

Assessment & Monitoring (How will you know you’ve attained the desired effect?) 

How I Know It-  
1. Before presenting the lesson the teacher will ask the class the following questions: 
    a. What is riot 
    b. In your group; write down a list community services that might be interrupted during a local riot. 
    c. How can a regular riot be distinguished from a race riot? 
    d. Has Oklahoma ever had a riot? If so, when? 
    e. How many of them have ever heard of the Tulsa Race Riot? 
2. Do you think education is an essential service that might be interrupted during a riot? How do you think that 
     will impact the community?   

Instructional Strategies/Lesson Activities/Transitions – All lessons are based on block scheduled classes. 

1. Divide the students into groups of three no more than four (class size dependent) 
2. The Socratic seminar; about 20 – 30 minutes ( allows time for various reading levels)   
3. Use of text book interrelated with on-line readings 
4. Information sharing and brainstorming ideas for subjects and titles when writing the hook subject 

Anticipated 

Day 
Assignments Resources, Materials and Technology Needed 

Monday 
& Tuesday 

Same lesson 
presented 

to a 
different 
group of 
students 
each day 

Bell Period: write your definition of 
what you think a race riot is or why 
they happen. 
Lesson  
1. Open class discussion of students’  
     responses to the bell question. 
2. Ask students; what they know about  
    or have they heard of any race riots  
    in the U.S., and how did they hear  
    about them? 
3. A mini Socratic seminar (20 min) 
    a. Have the class to read the  
        textbook account of the Tulsa riot. 

 chrome books or computers 

 Course textbook 

 Handout; Newspaper article titles generated by 
the National Archives (attachment – 1) 



    b. Ask them to discuss three to four 
        important points about the  
        narrative. 
    c. This is a student lead discussion. 
    d. I [teacher] will monitor the group 
        discussion to ensure the  
        discussions remain on topic and in  
        the period (do not allow modern  
        day incidences to be inserted into  
        the discussions.   
4. Now they have an idea of what the  
    Tulsa riot was, now it’s time to  
    present the assignment. 
     a. Provide the students with a link  
         to the National Archives and then 
         allow then to explore newspaper  
         articles that were written about  
         the Tulsa riot, and then list their 
         findings on a group chart or sheet  
         of paper to share whit the rest of 
         the class. (They might list things  
         like; date of the article, the  
         location and name of the paper,  
          the title of the article, the title of  
          other stories mentioned on the  
          same page, if the article was 
          written on the front page and  
          above the fold. 
      b. They should answer the  
           following questions; who do  
           they think was the target  
           audience of the article? Why did  
           they come to that conclusion? 
       c. Explain that the group will have 
           two class periods to research the 
           information in the text and the  
           other primary source documents  
           and then write their own 250 
           word newspaper article  
           complete with a title.  
5. Monitor students’ progress and  
     provide guidance, if required. 
Lesson Recap 
1. Ask students to share three  
    elements from the research they 
    thought was important about 
    the riot and why. 
 2. Explain that during tomorrow’s  
     class they will complete their  



     group’s narrative and then present  
     it to the class.  

Wednesday 
& Thursday 

Bell Period: Gather materials for 
today’s lesson; chrome book, 
individual students will receive a list of 
six pre-selected articles about the 
Tulsa Race Riot, from the National 
Archives.  
Lesson  
1. Continuation of yesterday’s lesson 
2. Each group will have five minutes to 
    present their article to the class  
    being sure they have answered all  
    questions listed in 4.a-c above. 

 chrome books or computers 

 Course textbook 

 Handout; Newspaper article titles generated by 
the National Archives (attachment – 1) 

Friday 
 

Bell Period:  
 
 
  

 chrome books or computers 

 Course textbook 

 Handout; Newspaper article titles generated by 

the National Archives (attachment – 1) 

Monday Bell Period:  
 

 chrome books or computers 

 Course textbook 

 Handout; Newspaper article titles generated by 

the National Archives (attachment – 1) 

Adaptations and Accommodations (ELL, Special Education, Gifted, Those without Support) 

Copy notes, individual check for understanding, extended time, shortened assignments. Gifted-opportunity for 
extra credit through research, presentations. 
 

 


