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Rationale 

                                                                                                                                                

The United States Constitution, specifically, the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth 

 Amendments afforded African Americans the rights, privileges, and freedoms that were 

reserved for white males.   Although, these rights were enumerated in the Constitution, the 

realization and manifestation of these rights and privileges in the everyday lives of African 

Americans following the passages of these amendments, more often than not, did not line up 

with the purpose and intent of the laws.  Following the ratification of the Thirteenth 

amendment that abolished slavery, African Americans desired above many other privileges and 

rights, the means and methods to educate themselves and their children.    

     Educational opportunities for African Americans existed in measurably noteworthy degrees 

prior to the end of slavery, notably W.E.B. DuBois, Frederick Douglass, Bishop Isaac Lane, and 

Lucy C. Laney (Anderson 17).  During Reconstruction, these educational opportunities for 

African Americans peaked and prospered.  However, during the period following 

Reconstruction, educational opportunities and experiences for African Americans were 

challenged considerably with the implementation of the force and fury of Jim Crow laws. It is 

important to note that as African Americans entered the public education sphere, many 

communities in the South experienced white flight from public schools to private schools.  

Although the educational opportunities for African Americans have expanded, schools across  
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America are becoming more and more separate and unequal.    According to (Fiel 829), this 

type of isolation or exclusion has lasting social implications in schools and communities.   

       In this unit of study, students will be exposed to   historically significant timelines covering 

key elements of the African American educational opportunities and experiences in the South 

during slavery, Reconstruction, and the Jim Crow South.  Students will explore the historical 

educational opportunities and  experiences of African Americans during these milestone 

periods and understand  why the innocuous actions  of learning to read and write, hence the 

education of a certain sect of society has been such a rollercoaster and hotbed of discourse for 

America.  Bertocchi and Dimico (585) conclude that slavery can be used as an instrument of 

educational inequality in states across the United States resulting in income inequality and 

unequal educational attainment for blacks and whites. 

     To that end, we will explore the cultural significance of The Utica Normal and Industrial 

Institute founded by William H. Holtzclaw in Utica, Mississippi to Raymond High School and 

Hinds County.     The Utica Normal and Industrial Institute is located less than fifteen miles from 

Raymond High School.  After studying this unit, the history and progression of the Utica Normal 

and Industrial Institute should engulf the students with a deep sense of pride and identity 

within their shared communities (Smagorinsky 141).   

     Although both of these institutions share common civic concerns and citizenry, many of my 

students are not aware of the cultural and historical significance of the Utica Normal and 

Industrial Institute to the Hinds County area or for that matter to the State of Mississippi.    
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 Holtzclaw viewed education as a process filled with valleys and peaks.  In his book,  

Black Man’s Burden, (Holtzclaw 231), with determination and resolve, noted that education is a 

great task for which he decided to remain in and fight the good fight of faith (232).     Upon the 

completion of this unit, students will gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for the 

Utica Normal and Industrial Institute and its impact on this rural Hinds County community.   This 

level of civic awareness according to (Smagorinsky 143) enables citizens to appropriately use 

newly acquired information to act responsibly for a more equitable, democratic, and dynamic 

society.         
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African American Educational Experiences in the South during Slavery 
 
Lesson Plans 

 
Donnie L. Stowers 

 
OVERVIEW 
In this unit of study covering the education of Blacks in the South, students will explore the 
historical educational experiences of African Americans in the South and understand why this 
innocuous issue of learning to read and write, hence the education of a certain sect of society 
has been such a rollercoaster and hotbed of discourse for America. This unit will provide 
students   with an overview of historically significant timelines covering key elements of the 
African American educational opportunities and experiences in the South during slavery, 
Reconstruction, and the Jim Crow South.  To that end, we will explore the cultural significance 
and relevance of The Utica Normal Institute founded by William H. Holtzclaw in Utica, 
Mississippi to Raymond High School and Hinds County.       To that end, we will explore the 
cultural significance of The Utica Normal Institute founded by William H. Holtzclaw in Utica, 
Mississippi to Raymond High School and Hinds County. 
 

 
 
CONNECTION TO THE CURRICULUM 
 
Mississippi Studies Framework: African American Studies 

1. Understand the role that racism has had in the development of United States society.   
  
 
 

 
 
TEACHING LEVEL 
Grade 12 
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African American Educational Experiences during Slavery 
Lesson Plans Day 1 
Curriculum Standards- Understand the role that racism has had in the development of United 
States society.   
  
OBJECTIVES: 

1.  Students will identify and describe the limitations and restrictions placed on the 
educational opportunities for African Americans during slavery. 

2.  Students will analyze primary and secondary source documents. 
3. Students will role-play an African American living during slavery with emphasis on 

education. 
4. Students will develop methods for slaves to use in order to bypass the limitations and 

restrictions placed on access to education and educational opportunities.   
 by the slaves. 

 
ACTIVITIES: 

1. The teacher will develop the students’ understanding of the essential question – 
What were the educational experiences of African Americans during slavery? 
 

2. Students will view film, Many Rivers to Cross. 
 

3. The teacher will access the students’ prior-knowledge by having them brainstorm what 
the educational experiences were like for African Americans living in the South during 
slavery.    Students will share their thoughts in a brief class discussion. 

 
4. Role Play-The teacher will introduce the students to their role as an African American 

living during slavery.   The students will analyze various documents provided by the 
teacher and explain their reactions as if they were an African American living during 
slavery.  Suggested websites:  www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.html 
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/slavery/.  www.iath.virginia.edu/utc/abolitn/abhp.html 
Following the analysis of various websites, the teacher will provide the students with 
additional explanation as needed to fully explore the topic and their role play activity.   

 
5. The teacher will ask students to use the internet to research laws and restrictions on the 

education of slaves.   Students will explain the impact that each law or restriction might 

have had on their lives as slaves.  Students will read the directions and complete a Chart 

explaining the restriction or law as they examine the websites. Once the chart has been 

completed, students will answer the personal question under the chart.   

 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.html
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/slavery/
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Lesson Plans- Day 1 Continued 

ASSESSMENTS 

1. Teacher observation 

2. Classroom Discussion  

                                                                                                                                                                                 

MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 

Text-The Education of Blacks in the South, 1860-1935 

Film-Many Rivers to Cross 

Promethean Board 

Projector 

Websites 

Pictures- Utica Institute 
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Name: _______________________   Date: _____________________  
  

African American Educational Experiences during Slavery 
Essential Question:   What were the educational experiences of African Americans during 
slavery?  Your answers should be written in the space provided in the boxes.  
 

Laws or Restrictions 
 

Explanation of Impact on Your Life 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  
  
  Personal Question: Which of the laws would have the greatest impact on your life?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________   
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion: In your own words, discuss the African Americans educational experiences during 
slavery.__________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________   
________________________________________________________________________    
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African American Educational Experiences during Reconstruction 
Lesson Plans-Day 2 
Curriculum Standards- Understand the role that racism has had in the development of United 
States society.   
 
OBJECTIVES 

1. Students will identify and describe the limitations and restrictions placed on the educational 
opportunities for African Americans during Reconstruction. 
 

2. Students will analyze the role of the Freedmen’s Bureau in advancing the cause of education for 
African Americans during Reconstruction. 
 

3. Students will engage in a classroom debate central topic of whether or not African Americans 
made more educational advancements during slavery or during Reconstruction?   
 

4. Students will identify methods used by African Americans to bypass the limitations and 
restrictions placed on access to education and educational opportunities for African Americans 
during Reconstruction. 

ACTIVITIES 
1.  On Day 2, the teacher will remind students that they are still in their roles as African Americans.  

The teacher will conduct a teacher led review of previously learned material about educational 
opportunities for African Americans during slavery.  
  

2.  Next, the teacher will introduce students to the essential question- What were the educational 
experiences of African Americans during Reconstruction? 

 
3. The teacher will lead a group discussion on the Freedmen’s Bureau focusing on the role of the 

Freedmen’s Bureau in advancing educational opportunities for African Americans during 
Reconstruction.  
 

4. The teacher will guide students through website, muse.jhu.edu/article/419399/pdf to review 
The Freedmen’s Bureau Act of 1865.  Other suggested websites:  www.freedmensbureau.com/. 
www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/freedmen. The teacher and students will read 
over the Act and accompanying legislation governing education.  Assistance with any unfamiliar 
terms or concepts will be offered to the students as needed.  Students will be instructed to 
analyze these sources to respond to questions on the work of the Freedmen’s Bureau. 

ASSESSMENTS 

1.  Teacher observation of discussions and group work 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.freedmensbureau.com/
http://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/freedmen
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African American Educational Experiences during the Jim Crow South 
Lesson Plans-Day 3 
Curriculum Standards- Understand the role that racism has had in the development of United 
States society.   
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

1.  Students will identify and describe the limitations and restrictions Jim Crow laws placed on the 
educational opportunities and the social and political lives of African Americans. 

 
2.  Students will analyze primary and secondary source documents.  

ACTIVITIES 
1.  The teacher will introduce the lesson by leading the students in a discussion on the impact of 

Jim Crow laws on the educational advancements of African Americans. The teacher will discuss 
excerpts from Black man’s Burden and show the students pictures and other visuals from the 
Utica Normal and Industrial Institute. 
 

2. Students will analyze documents that detail the availability of needed equipment in African 
American schools, the perceptions of the benefits of education for African Americans, condition 
of building structures, and the curriculum during the Jim Crow South. 
Websites:http://www.blackpast.org/tree/Jim+Crow+Legislation/Jim+Crow+Legislation 
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/foner 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normalschool 

 

3. After the students have finished analyzing the documents, instruct students to write their 
observations and opinions on the chart paper provided.  The teacher will check for 
understanding by calling on student volunteers to share their responses to the documents 
focusing on the educational experiences of African Americans during Reconstruction. 

ASSESSMENTS 
1. Discussion 
2. Teacher Observation 

MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 

The Black Man’s Burden 

William Henry Holtzclaw: Scholar in Ebony 

Flip Charts  

Markers 

Websites 

           
 
 
 

http://www.blackpast.org/tree/Jim+Crow+Legislation/Jim+Crow+Legislation
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/foner
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normalschool
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African American Educational Experiences in the South during Slavery, 
Reconstruction, and the Jim Crow South 
Lesson Plan-Day 4 
Curriculum Standards- Understand the role that racism has had in the development of United 
States society.   
 
OBJECTIVES 

1. Students will identify and describe the limitations and restrictions placed on the educational 
opportunities for African Americans during slavery. 

 
2.  Students will analyze primary and secondary source documents. 

 

3. Students will role-play an African American living during slavery with emphasis on education. 
 

4. Students will develop methods for slaves to use in order to bypass the limitations and 
restrictions placed on access to education and educational opportunities.   
 by the slaves. 

 
ACTIVITIES 

 
1.  Students will write a letter to the Freedmen’s Bureau about the efforts of the Freedmen’s 

Bureau to improve the African American educational experience in the South. 
 

2. Students will participate in a debate with central topic -Efforts of the Freedmen’s Bureau were 
effective in ensuring that educational opportunities for African Americans were protected and 
expanded. 

ASSESSMENT 
1.  Students will compose a short essay synthesizing the key concepts about the educational 

experiences of African Americans during slavery, Reconstruction, and the Jim Crow South. 
2. The teacher will ask students to share their essays with the class 
3. Teacher observation and corrective feedback about essays as needed. 
4. Students will write a Reactionary paper following the field trip to the Utica Normal and 

Industrial Institute. 
MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 
Paper 
Pads 
Flip Chart 
Markers 
 
EXTENSION 
Field Trip to Utica Community College (Utica Normal and Industrial Institute) 

Visiting Teacher from Utica Community College (Utica Normal and Industrial Institute) 

 
 


